
Google Gemini AI- is decent at summarizing the Interview sections. 

Feel free to edit. 

Summary 

Sean Kurker introduced the session's purpose to record the life stories of Phil Talbert, who 
expressed excitement to participate. Phil Talbert shared extensive details about their 
parents, Robert A. Talbert and Goldie Louise McMichael Talbert, including their parents' 
courtship, Robert's 52-year career at Borden's Ice Cream Company, and Goldie's 
community involvement and cooking skills. Significant talking points included the military 
service and heirlooms of Phil Talbert's paternal grandfather, Milis G. Talbert, the challenging 
family adjustments following Milis G. Talbert's divorce, and the profound impact of the 
tragic death of Phil Talbert's older brother, Billy Bob Talbert, on their mother, Goldie. Phil 
Talbert and Sean Kurker agreed to schedule a future conversation to continue sharing 
stories. 

Details 

• Introduction to the Project and Participant Excitement: Sean Kurker introduced 
the purpose of the sessions, which is to save the life stories and memories of the 
participant, Phil Talbert, including family history and hobbies like antiques and 
Corvettes. Phil Talbert expressed enthusiasm for the work, noting that they had 
previously heard about Sean Kurker's work and were looking forward to 
participating. The first session was designated to begin with discussions about Phil 
Talbert's parents and family history. 

• Family Background and Parents' Names: Phil Talbert's father was named Robert A. 
Talbert, with the middle initial standing for Alonszo, but they were commonly called 
Bob. Phil Talbert's mother was Goldie Louise McMichael Talbert. 

• Background on Paternal Grandfather Milis G. Talbert: Phil Talbert shared that their 
paternal grandfather, Milis G. Talbert, attended IU University, graduating with a 
degree as a veterinarian. Milis G. Talbert served as an officer in World War I, where 
they were in charge of horses and brigades responsible for moving artillery. After the 
war, they established a veterinarian office in Franklin, Indiana, operating it until their 
death in 1953. 

• Grandfather's Military and Community Involvement: Milis G. Talbert was a 
decorated military officer whose unit, similar to the National Guard, was 
responsible for guarding and protecting the Indianapolis Motor Speedway during 



practices and races for several years. In addition to their veterinarian business, they 
were always open and willing to assist with farm animals and household pets. 

• Inherited Family Heirlooms: Phil Talbert confirmed inheriting several heirlooms 
from their grandfather, Milis G. Talbert, including their World War I helmet and the 
footlocker that was with them during their time in Europe. These items have been 
passed down through three generations and are intended to go to Phil Talbert's son, 
making them the fourth generation to receive the special items. 

• Details of Grandfather's Personal Life and Family Adjustments: Milis G. Talbert 
divorced their first wife, Phil Talbert's grandmother, after three to five years of 
marriage, and then remarried, moving to Franklin, Indiana. Phil Talbert's father, aunt, 
and uncle had to adjust to caring for their biological mother who remained in 
Morristown while visiting their father in Franklin. The children managed to maintain a 
working relationship with their father and respected their stepmother, Nell, who 
would visit the family. 

• Grandfather's Career and Decision Not to Own Farm Animals: Milis G. Talbert’s 
main business after returning from World War I was their veterinary practice, but 
they never owned a farm or large animals like cows or horses. Phil Talbert’s father 
suggested this was due to their grandfather being "kind of tired" of dealing with 
horses after spending four years with them in Europe. 

• Relationship Dynamic Between Father and Grandfather: After Milis G. Talbert 
married their second wife, they did not spend a great deal of time with their children, 
but the three children—Phil Talbert's aunt, uncle, and father—made a point to plan 
regular “Talbert time” gatherings. These gatherings happened about quarterly for 
visits or cookouts, which helped their children stay connected. 

• Post-Divorce Financial Situation for Father's Family: The separation was initially 
difficult because Milis G. Talbert took most of the money when they left, 
necessitating the three children to work to help care for their mother, keep the 
house, and afford food. Phil Talbert noted that the children managed the situation 
well. 

• Father's Siblings and Phil Talbert's Immediate Family: Phil Talbert's father had a 
sister, Isabelle, and a brother, Howard. Phil Talbert's parents had three children: a 
sister who was the firstborn and is still living, a son who passed away early at two 
years old, and Phil Talbert, who was born in 1952. The family was always family-
oriented, with frequent family parties during the 1950s and early 1960s. 



• Grandparents' Post-Divorce Living Situation in Morristown: Following the divorce, 
Phil Talbert's father and their brother Howard, along with their wives, moved into the 
same house together in Morristown to help pay the bills and take care of their 
mother. The two brothers lived there together to survive the financial difficulties of 
the divorce. 

• Early Memories of Parents' Relationship: Phil Talbert’s earliest memories included 
observing their parents’ deep mutual love and care for one another, noting that they 
did everything and went everywhere together. Phil Talbert’s sister married a farmer 
and teacher and moved away when Phil Talbert was 12 years old, but remained 
close, living only 12 miles away. 

• Family Gatherings and Community Life in Morristown: Phil Talbert recalled 
frequent and enjoyable family times with their sister, mother, and father, along with 
larger Talbert and McMichael family reunions. The family lived in Morristown, 
Indiana, which is known for the Copper Kettle, and the family eventually moved into 
a two-story house on top of the hill, where they lived for about 45 years. 

• Father's Long Career at Borden's Ice Cream Company: Phil Talbert’s father 
worked for Borden’s Ice Cream Company for 52 years, beginning when the 
Morristown plant was processing milk brought in by farmers in cans, which was then 
pasteurized. Their father drove a tanker truck to Indianapolis three times a day for 
the milk to be used in making ice cream and milk products. After the Morristown 
plant closed, their father drove semi-truck routes daily from Morristown to 
Indianapolis and later became an overseer of the loads until retirement. 

• Activities Shared with Father in Childhood: Phil Talbert shared memories of 
playing pitch and catch in the fifth and sixth grades before their father left for trips, 
and practicing batting and shooting baskets in preparation for high school baseball 
and basketball tryouts. When Phil Talbert was 12, their sister married and moved 
away, leaving Phil Talbert at home until their parents were in their 70s. 

• Father’s Home Life, Hobbies, and Religious Faith: Phil Talbert's father enjoyed 
mowing the lawn and being at home, and they painted the house together, washing 
and waxing cars, which contributed to Phil Talbert’s enduring love for automobiles. 
Both parents became Christians before Phil Talbert was born, and they were raised 
in a Christian home with daily devotions and nightly prayer. 

• Father's Humor and Community Ethos: Phil Talbert described their father as a 
happy, friendly, and caring person who loved to laugh and was always willing to help 
others, which instilled in Phil Talbert the importance of caring for one another. Phil 



Talbert noted their mother was an excellent cook, preparing large Thanksgiving and 
Christmas meals for 12 to 14 people. 

• Grandfather's Military Papers and World War I Service: Phil Talbert clarified that 
military documents shown were those of their grandfather, Milis Talbert, who died 
when Phil Talbert was six months old. The images included a picture of Milis Talbert 
in their World War I uniform before going overseas, and a postcard from February 11, 
1919, sent from Serilli, France, where they were stationed with a sanctuary train 
taking care of animals and moving equipment. 

• Grandfather's Awards and Veteran Organization Involvement: The image of Milis 
Talbert in uniform shows two awards on their hat, which were received during World 
War I. After returning, Milis Talbert helped start a veterans organization in 
Indianapolis, serving as a captain and president for a couple of years while working 
as a veterinarian. 

• Personality Traits Inherited from Father: Phil Talbert identified their father, Robert, 
as a loving, caring Christian man who never became upset and was always willing to 
help others. Phil Talbert noted that their father modeled helping others by taking Phil 
Talbert to mow lawns and pick up limbs, which influenced Phil Talbert’s own life in 
education focused on caring and helping others. 

• Memorable Childhood Gifts: The number one present Phil Talbert ever wanted was 
a train set, which their father bought for them when they were about six years old. 
Phil Talbert still owns and runs the train set today, at 74 years old. Another 
memorable gift was an expensive slot car set for Christmas when Phil Talbert was 
about eight, which they also still possess. 

• Shared Entertainment and Activities: Phil Talbert recalled watching television 
shows and listening to music and sports with their father, including watching IU 
basketball games. Their father, who had played basketball in high school, taught Phil 
Talbert to shoot baskets and would practice baseball with them. 

• Father's Approach to Discipline: Phil Talbert stated their father was a firm but fair 
disciplinarian who stressed the importance of learning from mistakes and making 
good choices. Discipline involved warnings, occasional spankings, taking away 
privileges like the bicycle for a few days, or having Phil Talbert sit in a chair facing the 
wall for short periods. 

• Hypothetical Trip with Father: When considering an ideal trip to take with their late 
father, Phil Talbert noted their father liked to travel and recalled trips to Florida and 
Washington D.C., the latter being particularly loved by their father. Phil Talbert 



believes their father would enjoy visiting places like Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, or 
Michigan, particularly if they could visit people they knew. 

• Transition to Discussing Mother's Background: The session transitioned to focus 
on Phil Talbert's mother, Goldie Louise McMichael. 

• Maternal Grandparents' Background: Phil Talbert’s maternal grandparents were 
Francis and Aura McMichael. Aura McMichael was a rental farmer who was paid a 
salary, and they raised pigs and cows. Phil Talbert remembers visiting the farm as a 
child, helping feed the pigs. 

• Life on the Maternal Grandfather's Farm: During Phil Talbert’s childhood, the 
grandfather's farm, located five miles from one town, did not have running water and 
relied on an outhouse. The family went squirrel hunting in the nearby woods. 
Despite not being wealthy, the grandparents were thankful, appreciative, and loved 
the family. 

• Annual Tradition of Cleaning Grandfather's House: Phil Talbert's grandmother 
passed away when Phil Talbert was two or three, and their grandfather never 
remarried. Every summer, from the age of eight to 18 or 20, Phil Talbert and their 
cousins would spend a week at their grandfather's house, cleaning it from top to 
bottom, mowing the yard, and picking up limbs. 

• Social Gatherings and Entertainment with Extended Family: The family would 
frequently gather once a month at someone's house for lunch after church, which 
led to playing games like softball, football, and basketball. Phil Talbert enjoyed the 
time with cousins, including swapping clothes. 

• Grandparents' Struggles During the Depression: Phil Talbert learned that their 
maternal grandparents struggled significantly during the Depression, and the 
church community provided them with food and support. The families in the 
community helped one another through sharing and exchanging resources. 

• Mother's Personality and Traits Mirrored in Grandmother: Phil Talbert described 
their mother, Goldie, as very much like their grandmother, always willing to help and 
care for other people. Goldie was a tremendous cook who would routinely bring 
food to neighbors or anyone who was sick. Phil Talbert recalled spending a summer 
with their mother, daily helping their aunt who had undergone surgery by providing 
food and cleaning the house. 

• Mother's Motherly Actions and Routine: Phil Talbert remembered their mother 
singing songs and rocking them to sleep during afternoon naps. As a child, Phil 



Talbert was involved in small chores, such as preparing the living room for their 
father's return and setting the dinner table. 

• Annual Chore of Painting the Front Porch: Every summer, Phil Talbert helped their 
father scrape and paint the front porch floor, a tradition that helped maintain the 
home. The house was heated by oil stoves in the living and dining rooms. 

• Home Comforts and Community Support: Phil Talbert remembered the family 
installing exhaust fans in the windows in 1963 to deal with the heat, as they did not 
have air conditioning, which helped them sleep better. Their mother was always 
thinking about improving the home and caring for others, frequently sending Phil 
Talbert to deliver groceries or prepared food to family members or sick neighbors. 

• Mother's Community and Church Involvement: Goldie served as a Sunday school 
teacher and helped with Bible school at the Morstown Church of the Nazarene. Phil 
Talbert attended Bible school every year. 

• Parents' Courtship and Marriage: Phil Talbert shared that their parents met in high 
school as students at Morristown High School, where their father was a basketball 
player. They started dating during their mother's senior year. They eventually got 
married after they both finished high school, opting for a small ceremony at the 
Justice of the Peace due to the inability to afford a large wedding. 

• Family Games and Activities: Family gatherings were oriented toward playing 
games, telling stories, and spending time together. The family enjoyed playing 
checkers and "giveaway," a checker game where the goal was to end up with 
nothing. They also created games, such as building a tent over a clothesline to play 
army. 

• Mother's Culinary Specialties: Every Sunday, the family looked forward to eating 
Goldie's homemade fried chicken, which Phil Talbert described as superior to 
Kentucky Fried Chicken. She also made homemade whipped potatoes, and the 
family would participate in canning green beans and corn for the winter. 

• Family Routines and Leisure Activities: The speaker, Phil - Kathy Talbert, described 
their family's routine, which included eating a homemade dinner of fried chicken, 
mashed potatoes, and gravy every Sunday after church. During the week, their 
mother would cook different desired meals in the evening, after which the family 
would sit and watch TV. Depending on the season, activities included riding bikes, 
playing pitch and catch, or basketball in the summer, or playing with train sets, slot 
cars, and track eight indoors during the winter. 



• The Tragic Loss of a Sibling: Phil - Kathy Talbert recounted the tragic death of their 
older brother, Billy Bob Talbert, who died at two years old, which profoundly 
impacted their mother and led to a long-lasting depression. This event occurred 
before Phil - Kathy Talbert was born, but their older sister, Betty Kay, who was 13 at 
the time, shared the story of the difficult period where their mother struggled to talk 
about the loss for several years. 

• Mother's Subsequent Nervous Breakdown and Recovery: Phil - Kathy Talbert's 
mother experienced a nervous breakdown after Phil - Kathy Talbert's birth, as having 
a new baby reminded them of the son they had lost. The mother's recovery involved 
what would now be called therapy, and it took about three years for the mother to 
start the transition toward getting back to their usual self. The family became extra 
cautious with Phil - Kathy Talbert because they did not want to lose another son. 

• Ideal Shared Experiences and Travel Preferences: When asked about a desired 
experience to share with their mother, Phil - Kathy Talbert noted their mother loved 
to travel and visit places like St. Louis to see the arch, and they especially loved 
going to Florida. More than visiting landmarks, the mother's preferred activity was 
visiting close friends, which Phil - Kathy Talbert considered their mother's form of 
"therapy". The mother disliked hot climates, such as Arizona, and did not like to fly, 
making car travel throughout the Midwest and places like Washington DC and 
Pennsylvania a common way to visit friends and family. 

• Favorite Regional Trips and Bonding: The family often took trips to see the fall 
leaves in southern Indiana, particularly visiting French Lake and eating lunch along 
the Ohio River at Madison. The mother also loved the Smoky Mountains, and the 
family would often take alternative routes through West Virginia or Tennessee to go 
through the mountains on their trips to Florida. Phil - Kathy Talbert shared that these 
trips allowed them to hear stories and gain a historical understanding of their 
parents' lives and friends. 

• Conclusion and Future Commitment: Phil - Kathy Talbert concluded that sharing 
these stories was a great experience and confirmed their availability for a future 
conversation to share more stories, committing to respond via text for scheduling 
the next segment. Sean Kurker confirmed that they would be closing out this 
segment of the discussion about Phil - Kathy Talbert's parents. 

 


